
BRIDGES
Center for Community Health and Engagement Publication

Center for Community 
HealtH leadersHip team

Welcome to the 1st edition of BRIDGES, a quarterly 
e-newsletter of the Center for Community Health and 
Engagement (CCHE). Founded in Spring 2015, CCHE 
serves as a hospital resource and a bridge between the 
hospital and the broader community. CCHE will help 
strengthen the hospital’s community focus in a rapidly 
changing environment, now and into the future.

For more information about CCHE or to 
seek assistance, please contact 
Kelli Gingras at 510-450-5816, or visit 
us on the first floor of 4705 Shattuck. 

Visit us!
Center for Community Health  
and engagement
4705 Shattuck Ave.
Oakland, CA 94609
(4 blocks from the main hospital)
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This newsletter highlights the work done by 
our community benefits programs and by 
CCHE for the medical center, our patients, and 
the broader community. We will inform you 
about helpful resources and ways for you to 
get involved. 

Winter 2016

(r and below): CCHE 
worked with Youth Uprising, 
Alameda County Public 
Health Department and 
First 5 Alameda County 
to host the first screening 
in Oakland of the seminal 
new movie, “The Raising of 
America: Early Childhood 
and Future of our Nation,” 
on April 29, 2015. (above): CCHE organized 

and implemented the first 
Talk, Read, Sing Day at 
UCSF Benioff Children’s 
Hospital Oakland on 
September 29, 2015.



new CCHe projects and 
initiatives planned for 2016:

Community Benefit 
Corner: sHine nature 
presCription proGram
New research demonstrates
that exposure to natural settings
creates physiological changes
in the body and brain, leading
to improvements in mental and
physical health. 

The Stay Healthy in Nature 
Everyday (SHINE) program was 
developed by UCSF Benioff 
Children’s Hospital Oakland’s 
pediatrician Dr. Nooshin Razani 
in collaboration with the East Bay 
Regional Parks District. 

Through SHINE, pediatricians at 
Children’s Primary Care Clinic are 
some of the first in the nation to 
“prescribe” nature to patients. 
Patients and their families are 
invited to monthly trips from the 
clinic to local parks for fun, stress 
relief, and community.

CCHe Serves Five 
Primary Functions

the Center for 
Community Health 
and engagement 
belongs to everyone. 
our staff looks 
forward to working 
with you in 2016. 

Community Benefits
•	 Provide support to and highlight the 

work of our existing community benefits 
programs, meet state and federal 
community benefits reporting requirements, 
and grant development. 

Community relations and partnerships
•	 Engage in collaborative efforts and 

communication strategies between UCSF 
Benioff Children’s Hospital Oakland and its 
surrounding communities and strengthen 
partnerships with community organizations, 
agencies, and educational institutions.

Health equity programs and research
•	 Incubate new programs, facilitate cross-

division and cross-campus initiatives, 
promote external partnerships, and 
conduct research. 

policy, advocacy, and Government 
relations
•	 Evaluate legislation and advocate for 

pediatric healthcare policy that is aligned 
with the needs of our medical center and 
the needs of our community and facilitate 
engagement of hospital experts. 

Workforce development
•	 Increase awareness of multicultural 

approaches in patient care and promote 
diversity in the healthcare workforce. 

Winter 2016

GroundBreakinG 
Ceremony
CCHE was actively involved in 
the coordination of the October 
26, 2015 groundbreaking for the 
medical center’s master plan. 
The ceremony was attended by 
over 250 community leaders and 
government officials including 
Governor Jerry Brown and Oakland 
Mayor Libby Schaaf.

(l to r): UCSF Chancellor Sam Hawgood, UCSF Medical Center CEO Mark Laret, Mayor Libby 
Schaaf, Assemblymember Tony Thurmond, Supervisor Keith Carson, Turner Construction Vice 
President and General Manager Lisa Ballantyne, Councilmember Dan Kalb, UCSF Benioff Oakland 
President Bert Lubin, Salesforce Chairman Marc Benioff, and Lynne Benioff, member of the UCSF 
Board of Overseers and UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospital Oakland’s Board of Directors.

•	 Support and expand the 
preventative health and community-
benefit programs at our medical 
center.

•	 Organize activities that build bridges 
between the medical center and our 
neighbors.

•	 Collaborate on new projects with 
colleagues at our Mission Bay 
campus.

•	 Build a framework for cultural 
humility and accountability to 
strengthen patient care.

•	 Develop, implement, and train staff 
on tools for screening children for 
toxic stress.

•	 Expand workforce development 
efforts and community partnerships.

•	 Expand the Family Information and 
Navigation Desks (FIND).

•	 Expand early literacy programs at 
the medical center.

•	 Develop internal and external 
advisory committees.

SHINE is featured 
in January’s 
National Geographic 
Magazine
(www.bitly.com/
ngm-nature).


