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Supervisor Chan spearheading “Food
as Medicine” study with CCHE
Alameda County Supervisor Wilma Chan, as part of
her “All In” anti-poverty initiative, approached CCHE
last summer with an interest in investigating the impact
of healthy nutrition on children living in low-income
households. CCHE’s Sue Greenwald recruited Dr. June
Tester to lead this study, which will target 100 families
who have children with obesity and pre-diabetes.
They will be investigating the impacts of increased
consumption of whole grains and vegetables on
these children.

Dr. Lubin at launch of Talk-Read-Sing playground in
East Oakland

Letter from CCHE Leadership
As Dr. Bert Lubin makes his transition from
President & CEO of our hospital to Associate Dean
of Children’s Health at UCSF, we want to take
this opportunity to thank him for his unwavering
commitment to children’s health. It was his vision
that lead to the creation of the Center for Community
Health and Engagement, which focuses on
prevention, population health, community benefits,
community relations, government relations, and
health equity.

This study is a collaboration with community partners:
Dig Deep Farms will deliver fresh vegetables to
participating families, the Alameda County Community
Food Bank will contribute whole grain foods and the
Public Health Department will conduct cooking classes
geared at preparing provided foods.
Outcomes will include blood tests that evaluate markers
of diabetes risk in the children and their parents,
measures of the children’s diet and evidence of behavior
change around preparing healthy meals.

He understands that social conditions affect
a child’s health as much as, if not more than,
biology and health care.
Dr. Lubin has a new title but his role with CCHE
will not change. He will continue to leverage his
passion and relationships to ensure health equity
for all children.
Sincerely,
CCHE Leadership and Staff

Food as Medicine Booth at American Academy of Pediatrics
conference. From left: Doreen Moreno of CCHE; Dr. Steven
Chen from Hayward Wellness Center; Hillary Bass from
Dig Deep Farms; Melanie Moore from “All In”; Supervisor
Chan; and Jenny Wang from Alameda County Public
Health Department.

Recent News
Members of CCHE participated in the
Campaign for Grade Level Reading: More
Helpful Futures Conference
Dr. Dayna Long co-authors study
in JAMA Pediatrics on impact of
social needs screening in pediatric
healthcare settings
The paper titled Effects of Social Needs Screening
and In-Person Service Navigation on Child Health: A
Randomized Clinical Trial, was published on September
6, 2016. The study is an evaluation of the Family
Information and Navigation Desk—an intervention at
the primary care clinic and Emergency Department
whereby patients are screened for social risk factors,
develop a set of specific goals with the provider
and are provided a warm hand off to appropriate
community resources.
The study found that, compared with an active control
group, the intervention significantly decreased social
needs and significantly improved children’s overall
health status.
This was the first randomized clinical trial to evaluate
health outcomes of a social needs navigation program
in a pediatric healthcare setting.

US Congressman DeSaulnier visits
Children’s Hospital
CCHE organized a meeting at Children’s with US
Congressman Mark DeSaulnier (CA-11) whose
district roughly corresponds to Contra Costa County.
The meeting introduced the Congressman to services
the hospital provides to his constituents. A tour
followed. DeSaulnier is 4th from right.

CCHE members Leanna Lewis,
MSW, Dayna Long, MD, and
Bert Lubin, MD had major roles
at the Campaign for Grade
Level Reading Conference
at the National Press Club in
Washington D.C. in November.
More than 100 funders, education
and health policymakers and
Drs. Lubin and Long
spoke at the National
thought leaders convened to
Press Club.
discuss “The Health Determinants
of Early School Success: Leveraging Medicaid for Impact.”
Dr. Long was the moderator for the conference, and she
Leanna Lewis did a presentation on early determinants
of school success through the lens of cultural humility.
The keynote address was delivered by Vikki Wachino,
Director for the Center for Medicaid and CHIP Services,
followed by a discussion panel that included Dr. Lubin. All
related materials, including a video of the plenary sessions
and all PowerPoints and additional resources from
throughout the day, are available at http://gradelevelreading.net/
2016-health-determinants-early-school-success-session-videos-resources.

Bay Area Regional Help Desk
Consortium selected as “best practice”
by the American Hospital Association.
The Bay Area Regional Help Desk Consortium was
co-founded by CCHE staff in collaboration with
Zuckerberg SF General Hospital, Alameda Health
System, and Alameda Healthcare Services Agency.
By using help desks staffed by volunteers, the
Consortium aims to help connect patients with
unmet “social needs” to community resources.
At Children’s hospital, over 2,500 patients have visited
our Helpdesks.
The Consortium is highlighted in the American
Hospital Association’s report Engaging Health
Care Volunteers to Pursue the Triple Aim, and
is available online, as a best practice for satisfying
Aim #2, improving the health of populations.

CENTER FOR COMMUNITY HEALTH AND ENGAGEMENT LEADS EFFORT
TO SECURE COMPETITIVE $1.25 MILLION GRANT FOR RESIDENCY PROGRAM
Only children’s hospital in the country to receive this award
Graduates of medical schools have always been
attracted to UCSF Benioff Children’s Hospital
Oakland’s culture of service, its diverse patient
population, and its ethos of prevention and public
health. Now, under the leadership of CCHE’s
Managing Director Adam Davis, Children’s has been
awarded a five-year federal (HRSA) grant to re-design
its Community-Advocacy-Primary Care (CAP) rotation
for pediatric residents. The development of the new
curriculum, called CAP EXPERT (Expanded Pediatric
Resident Training), is led by doctors Diane Halberg,

$450,000 awarded from Doris Duke
Foundation for the summer research
program
CCHE collaborated with Dr. Ellen Fung to secure funding
for the Children’s Hospital Oakland Research Institute’s
(CHORI) Summer Research Program. The 3-year grant
designed to introduce high school students from
underrepresented backgrounds to medical research.
Participants conduct their own research under the
mentorship of a CHORI or hospital–based scientist for
8 weeks during the summer. The funding supplements
existing support from NIH and other funders. CCHE has
teamed up with the summer research program to raise
over $1.5 million to date.

CCHE’s Medical Director coauthors asthma article in in
the New England Journal of
Medicine
Some physicians have recommended that
acetaminophen (Tylenol) be avoided in children with
asthma. As part of the NIH’s Asthma Net, Children’s
participated in a clinical trial to determine if there is
an association. Children with asthma were recruited
from the Claremont Primary Care Clinic. Along with
Dr. Dayna Long, Mindy Benson, NP, is also a coauthor. The study concluded that acetaminophen is
not associated with asthma exacerbations or worse
asthma control when compared with ibuprofen.

Gena Lewis, and Pam Simms Mackey. CCHE is
helping with curriculum content.
The goals of CAP EXPERT are to:
1.

Prepare trainees to care for children with complex
healthcare and social needs

2.

Increase the number of residents who choose to
practice primary care in underserved communities

3. Increase the number of minority residents in our
pediatric program

CCHE Invited to White House
Dr. Nooshin Razani
(center) of CCHE was
an invited panelist
on the White House
Roundtable on Public
Lands and Public Health.
She presented to White
House Staff, policymakers and funders
on opportunities and
challenges for outdoors
and pediatric health
translational research.

$155,000 awarded from state for hospital’s
residency program
CCHE partnered with Children’s residency program to
submit a successful proposal to the state’s Song-Brown
program. The funding will be used to help cover costs for
three residents and for general operating support for the
Graduate Medical Education. Children’s proposal received
the highest score in the state for the second year in a row.

CCHE Policy Corner
The outcome of the November 2016 presidential election took many by surprise and with the GOP’s strong stance
against the Affordable Care Act, there has been a great deal of concern about the incoming administration’s desire to
reduce funding for Medicaid. But in California, voters took action to support candidates and policies, both local and
statewide, that will directly benefit healthcare, hospitals, and children for several years to come. These include:
PROPOSITION 52- MEDI-CAL FUNDING AND
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT

PROPOSITION 56 – CALIFORNIA HEALTHCARE,
RESEARCH AND PREVENTION TOBACCO TAX ACT

Extends indefinitely the Medi-Cal hospital fee program
which generates over $3 billion a year in federal
matching funds to cover 13 million Californians,
including almost 7 million children. Prop 52, which
begins in 2018, preserves this funding for California
hospitals as long as the federal government allows
provider fee programs, and explicitly prohibits the
state from diverting funding for other purposes without
voter approval.

Increases the tobacco tax an additional $2 per pack of
cigarettes to $2.87, and levies a tax on other tobacco
products including e-cigarettes and vaping devices.
Eighty-two percent of the revenue will be for Medi-Cal,
physician training, prevention and treatment of dental
and tobacco-related diseases, and school-based
tobacco prevention programs.

PROPOSITION 55 - CALIFORNIA CHILDREN’S
EDUCATION AND HEALTHCARE PROTECTION ACT

Extends to 2030 the personal income tax passed
by voters in 2012 on the wealthiest Californians.
Revenue will be primarily for education with additional
allocations to the state’s general fund and Medi-Cal.
The proposition is expected to generate between
$4-9 billion annually.

CITY BALLOT MEASURES

Local ballot measures targeting sugar sweetened
beverages passed with overwhelming margins in
Oakland and Albany. Both measures will impose a onecent per ounce sales on these products. In Oakland the
new revenue is projected to raise between $6-10 million
annually beginning July 1, 2017, primarily for public
awareness programs on sugar and related products.

The Black Panthers, Sickle Cell Disease and Children’s
Hospital Oakland
COMMUNITY BENEFITS SPOTLIGHT

The Oakland Museum of California has on exhibit a commemoration
of the 50-year anniversary of the Black Panther Party, whose history is
entwined with our hospital. The Black Panthers played an important role in raising public
awareness about sickle cell disease (SC), a condition that disproportionately affects the
African American community. In 1971, the Black Panthers started a SC screening program
throughout Oakland using trained volunteers. The activism of the Black Panthers contributed
to the U.S. federal government funding SC care and research and the comprehensive
SC program at Children’s was born. The program delivers comprehensive care to children
and adults with sickle cell disease and is on the forefront of research that has led to
increasing the lifespan and life quality for affected individuals. Another interesting connection
is that The Black Panthers was largely launched in the building that is now the home of the
Children’s Hospital Oakland Research Institute. These connections remind us that the rich
legacy of our hospital today is rooted in the vibrant Oakland community.

Sickle cell screening
at Defremery Park in
Oakland, circa 1971.

About the Center for Community Health and Engagement (CCHE): CCHE is a department at UCSF Benioff Children’s
Hospital Oakland that bridges pediatric health and community needs. For more information please call 510-428-5816 or visit
our website at www.childrenshospitaloakland.org/cche.

