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Oakland hospital to aid youngsters at Modesto center

By KEN CARLSON
kcarlson@modbee.com

last updated: June 16, 2008 03.:44:47 AM

Born with a rare disease called tuberous sclerosis
complex, 4-year-old Grace Ramos of Modesto
takes monthly trips to see doctors at Children's
Hospital & Research Center Oakland.

The genetic disorder causes noncancerous
tumors -- also called tubers -- to form in
different parts of the body, such as the brain,
heart, kidneys and lungs. Her brain tumors
triggered mild seizures when she was a baby and
she was diagnosed at 5 months old.

The seizures, lasting 15 to 30 seconds, are more
serious today and can strike at any time,
requiring her mother, Lindsay Anderson, to
watch her constantly so she doesn't fall headfirst
into a wall or coffee table.
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her mother Lindsey Anderson (center) and sister
Olivia Velasquez, 8, (right) are applauding the
pending opening of Children's Hospital &
Research Center Oakland's new Modesto care
center. Grace currently has to travel to the Bay
Area for treatment of her tuberous sclerosis
complex. The new Children's Specialty Care
facility, which includes a sports medicine and
imaging center, is set to open at 4016 Dale Road
on June 23. Photographed on Thursday, June 5,
2008. Ted Benson/The Modesto Bee
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Children's Hospital Oakland will
have a grand opening for the
Modesto pediatric specialty care
center from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturday. The center is at 4016
Dale Road.

ACTIVITIES: Performances by
Dance Studio, coloring contests,
health tips, and car seat and helmet
tips. Goodie bags will be given.

ABOUT THE CENTER: It will offer
pediatric specialty services including

endocrinology, neurology,
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Children from the Northern San Joaquin Valley orthopedics, psychiatry,

who struggle with rare or severe medical issues gastroenterology, pediatric surgery

often are referred to Children's Hospital and sports medicine. Also,

Oakland, which will open a Modesto specialty ultrasound and diagnostic imaging.

care center in July. E‘teﬂl;«nn begin scheduling patients
i .

The Oakland hospital served more than 800
young patients last year from Stanislaus County EMPLOYEES: 7 to 10
and Southern San Joaquin County. It is leasing a
newly constructed building in the shopping
center at Dale Road and Snyder Avenue to bring
specialty medicine closer to area patients.

HOURS: 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Monday to Friday

The 4,500-square-foot center will be one of the FOR MORE INFORMATION: Call
hospital's "Network of Care" sites, which 543-3200.

typically are placed in areas with a growing
population and a lack of pediatric medical
specialists. The hospital has other sites in
Oakland, Brentwood, Walnut Creek and
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"As we looked around the region, the area with 1. Police shoot, kill man who
the most need seemed to be Modesto," said Mary savagely beat toddler to
Dean, vice president and chief development death near Turlock

officer for Children's Hospital Oakland. "We 2. Police shoot, kill man who
talked to a lot of physicians in the area and they stomped baby to death

said there was need for more specialty services 3. Update: Police kill man who

beat baby to death
4. Homosexuality and the
The $2.7 million center will start scheduling Bible o
patients July 1 to see physicians who specialize B f’;ﬁ:;::’éml?_:?:g:aers
in childhood diabetes, neurology, orthopedics, *
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psychiatry, gastroenterology, pediatric surgery others akesides _
and sports medicine. The High Five are the five most-read
stories, updated hourly.

than were available locally."

The physicians will examine and consult with
patients. The center will have ultrasound and
other diagnostic imaging services, and the list of services will expand based on need, Dean said.

The hospital previously sent specialists to Modesto to see patients in shared office space. The
children's hospital also has an pediatric oncology clinic at St. Joseph's Medical Center in
Stockton.

Disorder affects 50,000 in U.S.

Grace has a fairly severe case of tuberous scleroris and is a regular patient at the hospital's Jack &
Julia Center for Tuberous Sclerosis Complex.

The genetic disorder occurs in one in every 6,000 births and affects about 50,000 people in the
United States. Many have developmental delays and serious medical issues, while in others the
effects are so minor they don't know they have the disease.

Grace requires annual scans to monitor the tubers on her brain, heart and kidneys, as well as
consultations with a variety of specialists.

Anderson hopes the Modesto center will allow her to reduce the 150-mile round trips to the
Oakland hospital.

She borrows her mother's car to drive Grace to Oakland. At other times, they have gotten a ride to
the Pleasanton BART station and taken the train to Oakland.
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Anderson gets on the phone when there's a need to adjust the daily medications Grace is given to
try to control the seizures. She hopes she can have the diagnostic imaging and blood draws done
at the Modesto center, just two blocks from their home.

A panel of surgeons will decide in a few months whether Grace is a candidate for surgery to
remove a part of the brain where the seizures originate. If she is a good candidate, there is a 75
percent chance the surgery will control or reduce the seizures without impairing her function,
said Dr. Candida Brown, a neurologist and medical director of the Jack & Julia Center.
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Posted by: yeah!!

Knsmith80
P ——— | am so pleased to hear we wil be getting these services in Modesto.

My Son is type 1 diebetic and we take a trip to Sac every three months
Rated: 1 by 1 users,

for a 20 mintue check up, this will save time AND money!!

(RS

Posted by: That is so wonderful!

bassattackpro o
2008-06-16 14:29:34 I am so glad that Childrens Hospital is putting a clinic in Modesto! My

daughter is a Kaiser Paitent, but she spent a month in the rehab
Rated: 1 by 1 users.

center @ Childrens last summer, and they were wonderful! | hope that
Kaiser continues to utilize Childrens Hospital and save us the trip to Qakland to see the
Specialist that are there. The trip is hard on my daughter physically and killer on me in the
pocket book. Welcome to Modesto!
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Please login to add a comment

Modbee.com is pleased to be able to offer its users the opportunity to make comments and hold
conversations online. However, the interactive nature of the internet makes it impracticable for
our staff to monitor each and every posting.

Since Modbee.com does not control user submitted statements, we cannot promise that readers
will not occasionally find offensive or inaccurate comments posted on our website. In addition, we
remind anyone interested in making an online comment that responsibility for statements posted
lies with the person submitting the comment, not The Modesto Bee.

If you find a comment offensive, clicking on the exclamation icon will flag the comment for
review by the administrators, we are counting on the good judgment of all our readers to help us.




